
President Rios says " If you don't read the Blast, you are uninformed" 

-El Jefe 
 

FIRST MARINE DIVISION ASSOCIATION 

 

   
 

 

President Rios says " The last to let you down...means we're going to 
do the job and do it perfect every time..." 

  Cpl Salvatore Sciascia 
Section Leader, Body Bearers Ceremonial Drill School 

  

  

PHOTO OF THE WEEK  



  

Photo  of Father Vincent Capodanno's service:    Lou "Doc" Gaeta (L), Brigadier General Arthur 
Blades ( C) and Robert " Ski" Kasmarzk  

  

MONEY MATTERS 

______________________________________________________________________________
_ 
GENERAL FUND 
Bank of America Checking 
Beginning Balance (12/31/16)               $74,211.49 
Credits, Total                                           $6,504.00 
Debits, Total                                            $7,782.18 
Ending Balance (01/05/2017)                $72,933.31 
______________________________________________________________________________
_____ 



  

Jefe:  
 
Having read the message in the OBN I have mailed a current Hawaii Chapter Roster and funds to 
cover both 2016 & 2017, Insurance. June should have everything next week. See you soon. A 
letter confirming my Chapter status at the BOD Meetings was already sent to HQ last week.  
 
Hon Dave Franklin.  
 
ps I LOVINGLY urge my compadres to follow suit 

______________________________________________________________________________
______ 



 

 
Thank you for your letter.  It gives me the opportunity to answer questions that others may also 
have. 
The $50 REQUESTED donation for the hard copy Old Breed News is purely voluntary .  If you want 
to continue receiving the OBN in hard copy and can't afford to make the donation simply let the 
FMDA National Headquarters know and you'll be put on the hard copy mailing list . Otherwise 
you will be put on the electronic copy mailing list, but you have to let us know, by mail, by phone 
or by e-mail or US Mail. 
 
I hope I have allayed your concerns. 
 
Semper Fi, 
President Rios 
 
contact:  



June Cormier 
Executive Assistant to the President 
1st Marine Division Association 
june.oldbreed@FMDA.us 
(760) 763-3267 
 

  

AMERICA'S HEROS  

Subject: Birth of 1st Marine Division  
  

Vince,  
 
I got to thinking the other day whether or not there are many left who were at Guantanamo Bay 
on the day the Division was established. 
I was with H&S Fifth Marines when we went to Cuba in October 1940. We built a camp that was a 
hell of a lot bigger than the 5th Regiment needed and we were curious about it. 
We made a trip or two to Viaqus (Sp?), changed from motor whale boats to early Higgins design 
in our landings. 
We noted that a hell of a lot of reservists and new recruits starting coming in and as they did a 
number of First  Marines were transferred to either the new 7th Marines or the 1st Marines. 
We returned to the States in the Spring of 1941 and most of the new Division went to North 
Carolina and one battalion of the 5th (2-5) came to Quantico and was renamed 1st Marine 
Separate Battalion. 
I came to Quantico because I had won a competitive exam to attend Navy Radio Materiel School 
at the Naval Research Laboratory in DC. 
After I graduated from NRL, I was sent to the 1st Marine Raider Battalion which had been the old 
2nd Battalion Fifth! 
Sorry I got so long winded, just was curious about how many are around who were when the 
Division was born. 
Still stay in touch with the crew from Camp Smith in Jersey; still remember the night we spilled 
you out into the street; I recall your brother was with us. GREAT TIMES! 
 
Jim smith 
 

  

ATTENTION MEMBERS  

Please register ASAP, so that we at the Headquarters can get a good count of who is 
attending the 76th Anniversary of our 1st Marine Division. 

  



SUPER SHUTTLE 
76th Anniversay Commemoration   

Shared ride shuttle discount $2.50 off original price one way and $5.00 

off original price round trip  

PLEASE CALL (800) 258-3826 

OR CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW    

http://www.supershuttle.com/default.aspx?GC=3X6Z5  
Give Code 3X6Z5 

  

  

Tentative Meeting Schedule 

Wednesday 1 February 2017 @ 1300  
Board of Directors - 1300  

Executive Committee to follow -1400 

  

                76th Anniversary Commemoration, Camp Pendleton 

  
                   Monday, 30 January - Friday, 3 February 2017 

  
                           Please click for Registration Form 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eDFLE_K_McFDbz_TG6dmff0J-tXO5UdR60Vv0E76u_-R0FC01IFRLZwuSMTv-0cZwnt3lFwPp-ltlEhAAiGdapMzA4YZtIDli7X6d6llUZ9q70kSRZnf0Sa6Z1MmfF7efefpUQaCRUiYk2cuGg4g-41piMfd0Opd0zEPZ1l1PPM8Btvt8oykH8ve4OCyTHGiK-YhC1HpOVWih5k9g0WsYw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eDFLE_K_McFDbz_TG6dmff0J-tXO5UdR60Vv0E76u_-R0FC01IFRLakmHvdE6RZBbe8xq5GeDHtiBkSabvq69Byb9BhwTueRSvJ6M3f4m-_dPFe9xMZJLOB9xWx4Ys--3JqdudTuKjgByvekw6Atnp-ordj_x0bJ4i9ymaCCKveWD5nG2AZL2gjcFiGNt8AcP9YnpFX-iYEGvH6bSdJioxwMZuWwG-DLtWw2zmAN2sqGWjYcpyQ43bLxd4jrXyDm&c=&ch=


  

 Howdy Your Honesty.  
Regarding subject matter ( I believe you barrister-types say " instant matter " ) in your earlier e-
mail, 
our legal officer, James T. Allison has issued an opinion because he was asked to, with promises 
that it would be accepted by all.  I am abiding by such and find nothing ambiguous in it. If the 
Scholarship Fund also abides by  the legal officers ruling, it will necessitate none of what you 
propose.  
 
The Scholarship Fund has been invoiced TWICE by the First Marine Division Association for the 
period ending July 31, 2016; will be invoiced within the week for the subsequent period ending 



December 31, 2016 and will be invoiced at the end of the month ( January ) for the month of 
January, 2017.  I would expect that the Scholarship Fund, acting in good faith  would also abide by 
the legal officer's ruling. 
 
Barrister Allison's ruling follows as excerpt, taken from a more comprehensive piece. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 
 
 Subject: Legal Opinion Regarding Reimbursements 
    

" I have been asked to give an opinion regarding the November 10, 2016, email sent by President 
Rios...   
    
  ITEM 
  Article 12(B) calls for a reimbursement up to 20% of the "current donations, interest earning from 
investments and other Fund revenues."    
   
ITEM 
  " ... the Scholarship Fund appears to have enough money to satisfy its obligations, whereas the 
FMDA is struggling financially and may cease to exist within the next two years." 
 
ITEM 
"This opinion... only concerns the 20% reimbursement issue..." 
 
ITEM 
" When the CFO of the Scholarship Funds receives the funds from FMDA, he shall promptly pay 
the invoice for 20% to the FMDA. Each organization shall maintain complete and audit-worthy 
records of their transactions." 
 
ITEM 
" Although Article 12(B) of the FMDA ByLaws say '...up to 20%..', it is my recommendation that the 
20% is proper due to the financial crisis of the FMDA. 
 
ITEM 
" It is further my opinion that the Scholarship Fund must comply with Article 12(B) and cannot 
withhold the reimbursement called for by that Section of the ByLaws." 
 
  James T. Allison 
Legal Officer, FMDA 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
________ 
 
Vince and all: 
 
I REST MY CASE!!! The Legal Officer RECOMMENDS that 20% be paid to FMDA in spite of the 
"UP TO 20%" Rule. Vince has one vote among many. I have no vote except as by Representation 
of the Hawaii Chapter at a BOD Meeting. Don't be foolish. FMDASF is supposed to raise money. 
FMDASF is REQUIRED to use no more than 20% for overhead. I designed this rule. If FMDASF 
pays 20% to FMDA then there is no money for seed to raise money for fund raising nor other 
expenses of operation. FMDA has 80% of current revenue for Students and must dip into the Fund 



Treasury if more is needed. The Treasury also has a large amount in Restricted Funds to cover 
future obligations/promises to Students for a four year Baccalaureate Program funding.  
 
The Legal Officer only RECOMMENDED that more money be provided FMDA because of need. 
That acknowledges what I have been saying all along that if FMDA wants more money from 
FMDASF, over and above the $200 per month floor, then FMDA must apply for more through a 
detailed invoice type request. FMDA Officers & DALs need to help the President out and so must 
the BOD [if a Quorum] and not have the total say so be solely on Vince's shoulders on this issue. 
 
Franklin has no official capacity anymore and accepts IAS Status other than being pissed off at all 
the self destructive behavior seemingly going on between the Corporations. How come I am a 
voice in the wind and MANY of the rest of the EXCOM/DALs and Directors of FMDASF do not get 
vocal and take issue with Franklin, Vince, Carl and others. Marines are Leaders not to be just 
Hunkering in the Bunker like Rear Echelon MFS, hoping this all will pass and we can just get to 
Happy Hour again. Speak up. Speak out. Let our Officials know you have something going on in 
the Brain Housing Group. Each Marine has a voice and vote. I just received another Email from a 
prominent Chapter expressing that no more money will be disbursed to either corporation absent a 
resolution and cooperation setting in. You Marines can solve this with total participation before and 
during the 2017 Division Anniversary Meetings. No reply needed. Surf's up. Aloha and Mahalo. 

______________________________________________________________________________
_________ 
Gentlemen:  
 
I will be attending the BOD Meeting representing the Hawaii Chapter.  Given that there may not be 
a Quorum for a BOD Meeting perhaps those that do show up MAY be allowed to participate on a 
"Sense of the Assembly" basis but only the EXCOM Vote will be binding. We did that in Anaheim 
at the April Meeting once upon a timesince. In addition, I respectfully suggest that since  BOD and 
/or EXCOM + DALs Meetings are open to Members to attend that they do so but not speak unless 
permitted by the Chair for limited purposes he chooses. As a Non-Profit, doing business and 
qualified in the State of California, perhaps the State "Open Meeting Act"  and the "Brown Act" [ I 
think ] may apply requiring all meetings not in Executive Session to be open. There are specific 
requirements for a Non-Profit to qualify to go into Closed Session for certain purposes only. You 
may find direction in Robert's Rules of Order in that the FMDA Bylaws state are operational rules 
herein. Do not ask me to homework on this as that is not my job [anymore]. I may attend Both the 
BOD and the EXCOM Meetings on the basis stated above. Others may also be encouraged to 
attend. These same rules apply to FMDASF Board meetings. When I did attend them I asked the 
Chair for permission to speak when questions were posed to me as FMDA Legal Officer. There 
was enough stuff going on at the South Carolina Reunion that, in my opinion, should have been 
within the Jurisdiction of the BOD and Members Meetings. That was the Genesis for what followed 
including, but not limited to, the "Termination" of SgtMajor Duff, the Contract for the Carlsbad 
Office and otherwise. I understand that at least one or more Scholarship Meetings in Houston 
were, by all reasonable standards, closed; totally out of order .  I do not know Texas Law on 
Statutes covering Non-Profit Open Meeting Laws. If FMDASF, a California Non-Profit Corporation, 
holds a Board Meeting I may wish to attend if not done in secret informally [ Does the Brown Act 
Apply?].  It would be nice if in the next three weeks the two corporations turn swords into 
plowshares instead of planning to bury the hatchet into each others anatomy. Then the Meetings 
could concentrate on Fiscal survival planning for the future. Personally I wield no power. I am a life 
Member and represent the Hawaii Chapter on the BOD only. I come seeking Peace and continued 
enjoyment for all within the FMDA/FMDASF Community. ALOHA! 

 
  



Good Justice Franklin, 
 
I take Executive Privilege in accepting your proposal, " In Toto " ( or is it " with Tonto "  ) ?  In any 
case, I will modify your proposal and print it as a declaration - MY declaration - that it be so. I 
caution you that I do not suffer fools gladly but will stand by my New Years Resolution to be a  " 
kinder, gentler " President or Jefe. I can play it both ways but I will call on you to announce the 
essence of your message as a request at the start of the meeting(s),  and allow  the liberal 
practice but will yield to Robert's Rules, were a rub to arise, our able barrister James Allison will 
intervene as necessary and I'll ask Jim Fairbairn to stand by and act as our sign language " Signer 
" in case we are invaded by the hard of hearing. But all things being equal, our Sergeant-at-Arms, 
Lee Rux will maintain order. 
 
Texas being more generous with the " Open Carry " practice, It may be awkward for you to limit 
yourself to a badge, if you choose but remember:  We will be in California, not Texas - the pity. 
 
Semper Fi, 
President Rios aka El Jefe 
______________________________________________________________________________
__________ 

From: David M Franklin <dfranklinlaw@gmail.com> 
   Amending Bylaws  
  
Gentlemen: 
 
If Bylaw amendments cannot be passed due to an absence of a BOD Quorum or that of the 
Membership, have the Legal Officer research and write an opinion for the 2017 Anniversary that, 
based on the absence of a BOD quorum at the first annual meetings and some recent Annual 
reunions the EXCOM may validly act in their stead. Otherwise the Corporation will never be able to 
validly transact necessary business in the conceivable future. I support doing away with the BOD 
and also allow a past President to run for a second non-consecutive term.If it be so, In the spirit of 
good electioneering, I nominate LtCol Monty for the 2017-2019 term, and El Jefe for the 2019-
2021 term...  
 

  

NEWS FROM MEMBERS/CHAPTERS 



 

Toys being unloaded at Camp Pendleton's Wounded Warrior Bn West from Marine Corps League, 
South Coast Detachment. MCL Toy Drive organizer Mickey Christiason and Army Vietnam 
Veteran Jon LaFleur who drove his 5 Ton Military Truck! 

______________________________________________________________________________
___________ 

Doc John Chang, 
  
I'm glad you are going to try to be at the FMDA Anniversary Meetings at Camp Pendleton in 
February. I've added your email address to our Board of Directors email list so you'll stay in the 
loop moving forward. I noticed that Ken Vitucci also stepped up and recently volunteered to 
serve on the FMDA Nominating Committee, so that's great as well.  
I've copied our Officers and Board and a few of the FMDA leaders on this email so everyone will 
be in the loop. Thanks to both John Chang and Ken Vitucci for stepping up.   
.  
  



Semper Fidelis! 
  

Nicholas Warr, Treasurer 
______________________________________________________________________________
____________ 

Hi Vince 
 
I read your email about the Columbia River Chapter and thank you for your comments.  I have a 
question for you, would it be possible to have a link on the 1st Marine Division Association website 
to our newsletter.  The newsletter comes after some of the events and so many members miss 
them.  We use a printed mail out communication and I was wondering if we could post a link to the 
National and thereby be able to view the newsletter or list of upcoming events before they happen. 
 
Sgt Bill Adams USMC - Chapter Legal Officer and member of the insurance committee with Jim 
Fairbairn. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Howdy Bill, 
 
I am pleased that you approve of my opinion regarding the Columbia River Chapter.  As I am sure 
you have learned in my short tenure as your " Jefe, " I only speak the unvarnished truth - good or 
bad. 
 
Regarding the link  -  EXCELLENT IDEA ! 
 
Our webmaster, Sandy Melander just entered the hospital last week for a liver transplant so I am 
on pins and needles about that but assuming all goes well, putting your link and possibly other 
chapters' as well on our site  - I'll invite the other chapters to do the same - will be recovery therapy 
exercise number one for her. 
 
Thank you for bringing this to my attention. 
 
Semper Fi, 
President Vince Rios, El Jefe 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eDFLE_K_McFDbz_TG6dmff0J-tXO5UdR60Vv0E76u_-R0FC01IFRLZwuSMTv-0cZ9S-7Eb3H8wJhSGvDwtG7FTGnrNyZcF9Zpxn4avQ1A1Cp8RJypG7b3xBfpXlB3St-ZEDrmsU15hOAcjP2JmcEfqIB5oGXmESrtsTJA9RCc9umzcWBTK1-dlvtjtzQcV2xikHoKGcx6EA=&c=&ch=


Thank you Vince for being our Marine Leader and your reply.  God Bless Sandy and we hope for a 
successful operation and speedy recovery. 
 
Semper Fi - Bill Adams 

  

  

 

   

Vince, Mi Buen Amigo:     

   

I want to reach out to you and Cheryl for a special Christmas wish.  I admire 

your energy and dedication to the cause.  I have read and re-read your 

President's Message in the Oct-Dec edition of the Old Breed News.  I hope 

all take it to heart.   

  

How do you and Cheryl manage to look so young?   

  

I want to mention that I head up a discussion group in the DC area that meets 

monthly in Langley, Virginia to hear interesting speakers on political, 



military, intelligence and some cultural issues.  We number about 110 and are 

largely retired from the military, State Department, CIA, the media and 

business.  We have a critical mass of Marines, mostly high-ranking officers, 

including LtGen Mick Trainor, Duff Rice, Bill White, John Kinniburgh, Jim 

Lebherz, John Cox.  Even former Senator and VA Governor Chuck Robb 

shows up from time-to-time.  Other well-known names, including CBS 

correspondent Roger Mudd, Adam Clayton Powel IV and V, John Taylor 

whose dad was Gen Maxwell Taylor and former Congresswoman Beverly 

Byron Walsh.  Many of the Marines served in the 1st MarDiv, and I would 

like to try to recruit them.  Would it be possible to get some flyers, sign-up 

sheets or some handouts from Camp Pendleton? 

  

Semper Fi Brother, 

  

Dick Coffman 

  
______________________________________________________________________________
_____________ 
Howdy Dick, 
 
Thank you for this wonderful Christmas Eve gift.  
 
They say it is better to give than to receive.  Well, on this special occasion I will beg to differ. Not 
only is it a joy to hear from you on what can be the loneliest eve of the year but you bring gifts that 
go unmatched. Your kindness resonates from your well-chosen words you write  -  you certainly 
know the things I value most. 
 
Last night I received from a dear friend, Bud Covert the list of 15 things General James Mattis 
taught young Captain Joe Plenzer  ( he says ) when he was Mad Dog's PAO with the First Marine 
Division. I was terribly disappointed that so many of those in the e-mail blocks are not members of 
the First Marine Division Association - Mad Dog is, Joe Plenzer is not. 
 
Thank you for strengthening my faith in my fellow Marines' esprit de corps and their understanding 
of the meaning of Semper Fi. 
 
Thank you for offering to recruit the members of your discussion group. EVERYONE is eligible to 
join the First Marine Division Association in any one of 5 categories: 
 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP                       $1000 
OVER 75 SENIOR LIFE                    $150 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP                   $35 
ASSOCIATE MEMBER                       $35 
FRIEND OF THE ASSOCIATION      $50 
 
I will ask June Cormier, my Executive Assistant at Camp Pendleton, to send you 120 application 
brochures - everyone in your group should get one and you should have a few extras.  
 



Thank you again, Merry Christmas, and a very Happy New Year; I see wonderful things in the 
making for us in 2017. 
 
Semper Fi, Good Buddy 
Vince, El Jefe 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________ 
June, 
 
Please mail 120 1st Marine Division Association brochures to: 
 
Col Richard W. Coffman, USMCR 
12424 Goldfinch Court 
Potomac, Md 20854-3035 
 
rcoffman@eartlink.net 
 
Thanks. 
President Rios, El Jefe 
 
ps How  are we doing with our brochure supply?  If we need to order more. I want to make a few 
changes.  Let me know. 

Howdy Bill Call, 
 
Congratulations on receiving the well-deserved plaque for publishing the Oregon-Columbia River 
Chapter News and I commend you for showering those closest to you with accolades for the 
tremendous job they do,  not only with the Newsletter but ALL the wonderful patriotic activities they 
help in making them successful; I couldn't begin to name all those fine Marines, sailors and family 
members who make me proud to be their President but they know who they are  -  yes, you know 
who you are and I'm thinking of YOU ! I will make one exception: Gene Mosbrucker.  You have 
good reason to be proud of such a fine chapter that most certainly must make you the envy of 
others.  Ooh RAH ! 
 
Holding joint First Marine Division Association functions with the Third Marine Division Association 
is but one example of your strokes of genius ( The 1st Marine Division, Oregon/Columbia River 
Chapter is hosting a joint Luncheon with the 3rd Marine Division Pacific Northwest Chapter on 
Saturday, Jan 14 ) another is putting the Membership Application form/information on the back of 
the NEWS - Ooh RAH ! 
 
Keep up the great work. 
 
Semper Fi, 
President Vince Rios, El Jefe 
 

  

YOU NEED TO KNOW  

 
  Changes to the Old Breed News, effective January 1, 2017: 



 
    CHECK ONE 
     a._l wish to receive the Old Breed News in hard copy, enclosed is my $50 donation. 
     b._I wish to receive the OBN in hard copy but cannot afford the $50 donation. 
     c._I do not wish to receive the OBN in hard copy, I'll receive it electronically, 
but             enclosed is my $50 donation to help defray publishing, shipping and handling. 
     d._I wish to receive the OBN electronically only. I cannot afford the $50 donation 
    
    Contact Information 
      Name_________________________    Telephone______________________ 
      Address_______________________     e-mail_________________________ 
                    ________________________    Unit I Served____________________ 
                    ________________________    Date of Birth ____________________ 
 
Complete and forward to June Cormier  by USPS, e-mail, or telephone. Contact 
information is at the very bottom of the Blast. 
 
_________________________________________________________________________
__________ 
 

  

NEW MEMBERS  

 

 OUR GOAL: Every member recruit at least 
one member. 



                                     -President Vince Rios 
  

   
 

  

GENERAL FUND DONATIONS  

All FMDA Members please use your USAA card- the First Marine 
Division Association, Inc gets a small but helpful rebate. 

  

  

TAPS 



 

 
Memorial Observance and the Rededication of the Division Battle Streamers , followed by a 
briefing from Maj Gen Daniel O'Donohue and group photo of the FMDA members including SgtMaj 
William Sowers, President Vince Rios, Vice President Jerry Johs, and SgtMaj Marty Vasquez, 
Executive Director, FMDA. 
 

  

Dennis and Pauline and Jim, 
It is with great sorrow that I have to tell you that Mick Olson passed away last night. He 
was very sick but passed peacefully. I would appreciate someone passing the word to 
whomever you think appropriate. 
  
Arrangements have not even been made yet but I'll know more in the next day or so. 



  
Joyce Martin 
  
______________________________________________________________________________
_______________ 
Joyce, my condolences to you and your family.  May Mick RIP.  
Fellow Marines, Mick will certainly be missed.  He was active in the MCCC of WI, the MCL, the 
MODD and the 1st MarDiv Assn.  Please pass the word. 
 
Semper Fidelis, Jim 
______________________________________________________________________________
________________ 

  

  



 

 
SAD NEWS 
 
     I just received a phone call from WESTLY WARRICK the Grandson of FMDA 
Houston Chapter member  NYLES REED. 
 
     This morning around 6:15 NYLES fell at the facility where he was a 
resident. Grandson notified and by the time he got to the facility NYLES had 
passed away. 
 
     Arrangements are still in process of being made an I or LARRY WELLS 
will send them out as soon as we receive that information. 
 
     NYLES was a Korean War Vintage Marine who was a long time Member who 
was active in support of the Houston Chapter FMDA.  He will be missed. 
Please include NYLES, his family & Friends in your Prayers. 
 
NYLES Grandson: WESTLY WARRICK (978)248-8970 
 
NYLES Brother: TONY REED (925)783-6149 
 
Semper Fidelis   
Dennis A. Wilmoth 

Below is a Go Fund me link. Please feel free to donate for 
burial expenses. Any amount will be greatly appreciated.  
https://www.gofundme.com/nyles-d-reed 



  



 



 



 


